Gasserian ganglion: appearance on contrast-enhanced MR.
To characterize the appearance of the gasserian ganglion on contrast-enhanced MR images. We retrospectively reviewed the MR images from 57 patients with suspected pituitary disease. These patients had undergone unenhanced and contrast-enhanced MR imaging of the sella, including evaluation of Meckel's cave. None of the patients had clinical signs or symptoms referable to the fifth cranial nerve or ganglion. Correlation was made with a previous study that compared gross anatomy with high-resolution CT scans of cadaveric specimens. A discrete semilunar enhancing structure within the inferolateral aspect of Meckel's cave was identified in 100 of the 114 caves examined; the other 14 caves had a thickened area of enhancement that blended with the dura inferolaterally. A small semilunar structure within the inferolateral aspect of Meckel's cave was also identified on CT scans of the cadaveric specimens. The gasserian ganglion enhances on MR images and should not be confused with a pathologic process.